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Canada TOG OBO 
Dear E d i t h , 
F i r s t of a l l I want t o thank you f o r your h o s p i t a l i y when I 
was i n Athabaska l a s t August. I t was v e r y k i n d of you t o open 
up the A r c h i v e s and i n p a r t i c u l a r t o take some time t o s e a r c h 
f o r a r t i c l e s about U n i t e d G e o p h y s i c a l i n the newspapers. 
E n c l o s e d are some photographs of the h e l i c o p t e r we used i n 
1948 t o conduct a g r a v i t y meter s u r v e y i n a s e a r c h f o r o i l . 
To the b e s t of my knowledge t h i s i s the f i r s t time a 
h e l i c o p t e r was used i n t h i s manner. H e l i c o p t e r s became v e r y 
p o p u l a r and u s e f u l i n the Vietnam War i n the 1950s b u t , i n 
1948, were s t i l l i n a n o v e l t y and i n some ways not f u l l y 
d e v e l o p e d . They had a l i m i t e d l i f t c a p a b i l i t y . For example, 
our p i l o t was the f i r s t one t o get a h e l i c o p t e r over 10,000 
f e e t . He was o n l y a b l e t o do i t by t a k i n g advantage of an 
u p d r a f t a l o n g s i d e a mesa, or t a b l e mountain. He l a n d e d i t on 
top of the mesa and had t o bounce i t t o get i t o f f . A v e r y 
r i s k y approach. 
My m i s s i o n i n Athabaska was t o t r a i n our crew i n the use of a 
s p e c i a l s e n s i t i v e a l t i m e t e r t h a t we had developed f o r the 
purpose. The changes i n e l e v a t i o n r e a d i n g s , measured by the 
a l t i m e t e r , were used t o c o r r e c t r e a d i n g s from a g r a v i t y meter 
t h a t was a l s o c a r r i e d on the h e l i c o p t e r . 
As I mentioned t o you, because of the c o l d weather we had t o 
d r a i n the o i l from the h e l i c o p t e r each n i g h t and drag i t i n t o 
a garage. I n the morning, we would drag the h e l i c o p t e r o u t , 
warm up the o i l and pour i t back i n t o the h e l i c o p t e r . I f we 
d i d n ' t do t h a t the o i l would be so gummy t h a t we p r o b a b l y 
c o u l d n ' t s t a r t the engine. You asked me the name of the AdW*'*-
garage, but a l l I remember was t h a t i t was on the s t r e e t a l o n g 
the water f r o n t , a s h o r t d i s t a n c e t o the Union H o t e l . 
A nother amusing e x p e r i e n c e t h a t I had i n r e l a t i o n t o my work 0S">"''V 
o c u r r e d on my t r i p t o Athabaska. I had t o c a r r y a m e r c u r i a l 
barometer w i t h me on the a i r p l a n e from Los A n g e l e s t o Canada. 
I t was i n a t u b u l a r m etal c o n t a i n e r and surrounded w i t h 
sawdust t o p r e v e n t i t from b e i n g damaged. The tube must always 
remain u p r i g h t or the m e r c u r i a l column can s e p a r a t e c a u s i n g 
the barometer t o unuseable. When I got t o Vancouver, the 
customs p e o p l e made me l e a v e i t i n t h e i r o f f i c e o v e r n i g h t . 
I was t e r r i b l y concerned t h a t some one would knock i t over or 
l a y i t down and cause i t t o l o s e i t s c a l i b r a t i o n . 
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I c o n v i n c e d the customs people t o put i t i n an out-of-the-way 
c o r n e r so no one would a c c i d e n t l y knock i t o v e r . When I came 
back the next morning t o r e t r i e v e the barometer, the pe r s o n on 
duty was r e a l l y r e l i e v e d t o get r i d of i t . 
When I got t o Edmonton, I had t o r i d e a bus t o Athabaska. I 
c o u l d n ' t f i n d t he p i e c e of paper t h a t had the name of the 
town, so I t o l d the t i c k e t agent t o s e l l me a t i c k e t t o a 
p l a c e t h a t "sounds something l i k e ash b a s k e t . " Anyhow I got t o 
Athabaska l a t e a t n i g h t . Someone was supposed t o meet me at 
the bus s t a t i o n , but d i d n ' t show up. Guess i n g t h a t t h e r e was 
o n l y one h o t e l , I asked a cab d r i v e r t o ta k e me t o the 
" h o t e l " . W e l l , as i t t u r n e d out I was o n l y 2 or 3 b l o c k s from 
the h o t e l and c o u l d of walked the d i s t a n c e i f I had known 
where i t was. I t h i n k those 2 or 3 b l o c k s c o s t me $5. 
Even worse, w h i l e I was w a i t i n g f o r the bus d r i v e r t o un l o a d 
the baggage, he knocked over the barometer and, of c o u r s e , 
n u l l i f y i n g my p r e v i o u s c a r e . 
L u c k i l y , t he g l a s s tube was not broken and I was a b l e t o 
r e s t o r e the barometer's u s e f u l n e s s by u s i n g an eye dropper t o 
put mercury i n the tube drop by drop. 
One o f the p i c t u r e s , I b e l i e v e , i s of the motor c o u r t on the 
e a s t end of town where I s t a y e d . Perhaps you or someone e l s e 
can i d e n t i f y i t . I remember v i v i d l y the t o i l e t s were i n an out 
house. The room was heated by a gas c o o k i n g s t o v e . Under one 
window was a h o l e about 1/2 i n c h i n d i a m e t e r . There was a 
s m a l l wooden f l a p t h a t c o u l d be r o t a t e d t o cover the h o l e . I f 
you l e f t the h o l e c o m p l e t e l y open, a b l a s t of c o l d a i r would 
come i n l i k e an i c i c l e t o p i e r c e your body. But, you had t o 
l e a v e t h e h o l e open some t o l e t i n a i r i f you were g o i n g t o 
l i g h t the gas s t o v e f o r heat. 
The two c a f e s where we ate most of the time were run by 
chinamen. Some of the f o o d , e s p e c i a l l y eggs d i d n ' t t a s t e good. 
We used c o p i o u s amounts of ketchup t o mask the t a s t e . The 
Chin e s e owners would not s u p p l y ketchup, but th e y would s e l l 
you a b o t t l e and you c o u l d w r i t e your name on i t and they 
would keep i t under the c o u n t e r f o r you. Sometimes, when you 
ra n out you would borrow ketchup from another p e r s o n . 
Another p e r s o n a l annecdote. When I was i n Athabaska we had our 
p r e s i d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n s i n the USA and Ha r r y Truman was 
e l e c t e d . B e i n g a R e p u b l i c a n , I thought t h a t the c o u n t r y was 
doomed. 
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I went to the l i q u o r s t o r e and bought a b o t t l e of whiskey and 
drank most of i t that n i g h t . However, i n r e t r o s p e c t , I t h i n k 
he was one of the best p r e s i d e n t s we ever had. I wish we had 
more l e a d e r s w i t h h i s guts today. 
I was only a short time i n Athabaska, but i t has always had a 
s p e c i a l p l a c e i n my heart. Maybe i t i s because i t was my f i r s t 
assignment out of the s t a t e s . More so, I t h i n k I f e e l the 
f o r the p i o n e e r i n g s p i r i t and frie n d l i n e s s evident i n 
Athabaska. Another reason may be thatiwas r a i s e d i n Reno, 
Nevada i n the l a t e 20s and e a r l y 30s. I t was a small town and 
r e t a i n i n g some of the o l d west. My f a t h e r grubstaked 
p r o s p e c t o r s and cowboys would come i n t o town wearing guns on 
t h e i r h i p s . There was a l o t of wide open spaces where a k i d 
co u l d roam, r i d e a horse, f i s h , or hunt. I got some of that 
f e e l i n g i n Athabaska. 
L a s t l y , perhaps j u s t f o r my own ego, I am sending you a recent 
photograph of myself. 
S i n c e r e l y , 
Bob Day 
543 W. Walnut Ave 
Monrovia, C a l i f o r n i a 
USA 91016 
PS I bought the I l l u s t r a t e d H i s t o r y of Athabaska that was put 
out f o r the 7 5th A n n i v e r s a r y and was pleased to see your 
p i c t u r e and name i n i t as a p a r t of the 75th A n n i v e r s a r y 
Committee and the Athabaska H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y . 
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